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“P apa” Joe Raso passed away on Friday, February 23, 2024, in Salt Lake City,

Utah. Joe was born in Salt Lake City, UT on January 28, 1965, to Joe Raso and
Marcella Santistevan Berry. He graduated from Alta High School in 1983 and later

married Heidi Hanson of the same graduating class. Joe was a talented craftsman,

and he had a hand in many familiar buildings around Utah and the surrounding
states.

Joe enjoyed watching all sports, but especially football. He was an avid Dallas Cowboys and Utah
Utes fan where he attended most home games for several years. Joe was blessed with incredible

intellect and memory. He could quote from memory many different facts about sports, history,
politics, plants, and science. He was quick-witted - very few people got the better of Joe in a
teasing match. He constantly had his family and friends laughing from his witty jokes.

His hobbies included: golfing, cooking, gardening, and spending time with his family. Joe had a
green thumb and built an incredible yard for his family. It was not uncommon for Joe to spend
his free time caring for the yard he designed and built. Many happy memories were spent with

family and friends doing cookouts in his beautiful backyard.

Joe held a special place in his heart for his children and grandchildren. He especially loved

spending time with his grandchildren whom he affectionately referred to as his “babies”. During
family get-togethers it was common to see Papa Joe playing with or otherwise spending time with
his grandbabies.

While we are sad for our loss, we believe that love leaves behind more than death can take away.
This is especially true of Joe. His family and friends feel the influence of his life in our daily

interactions whether it is playful teasing / joking, remembering lessons he taught or looking at the
buildings he had a hand in constructing.
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He is survived by his children Ashley Scott, Justin (Sharise) Davidson, Tyler (Shalayna) Raso, Carly
Raso, Stockton (Allison) Raso, 9 grandchildren, mother and stepfather Marcella and Max Berry,

grandparents Max and Afton Berry, brothers Greg (Roselle) Raso, Al Berry, sisters Tammie Raso,
Christina Berry, Tracy Berry, ex-wife Heidi (Todd) Spratt and multiple aunts, uncles, nieces,

nephews, cousins, and friends. He is preceded in death by his father Joe Raso, paternal
grandparents Joe and Nellie Raso, maternal grandparents Genario and Eliza Santistevan, and
niece Adriana Sells.

A celebration of life will be announced at a later date but may not take place until the summer
when all of his children can be present.
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MI Michele posted:

Joe had the most contagious smile and laugh ever. I met Joe in SLC and we were good friends. He

moved to LV and i used to go visit him every now n then. We used to go have lunch at Timbers where

we share his favorite sandwhich. Then we wiuld enjoy a weekend of fun catching up on events and

gossip. One weekend stands out in particular as it was 126 degrees in august and I stepped off of the

pool pad and got a second-degree burn on my foot, rendering me pretty much immobile for the

whole weekend but Joe was taking it in stride. He spent the whole weekend getting buckets of ice

for my foot and piggyback me to the convenience store to get a drink or whatever we needed.. I wish

I knew he was back in Salt Lake. I would’ve made it special trip to see him because he’s a great friend

of mine and I will miss him..

March 20 at 5:05 PM

WH Wendy Hanson posted:

I remember Joe for being so easy to love. He always had a smile on his face. Many times when Heidi

would do my hair, Joe would come downstairs to the salon and chat with us for a little while. He

always had something funny to say and left with us laughing as he went back upstairs. His smile and

laugh will always be associated with my memory of him. Love you Joe! ❤️‍🩹

March 1 at 10:31 AM
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Memories only last if you share them
Join us in honoring Joe by contributing to a collection of shared memories.

Scan to Visit


